1. Policies and Procedures

McKinney-Vento Homeless
Education Assistance Act

m Originally enacted in 1987.
m Reauthorized with NCLB in 2002.

— Requires educational access,
attendance, and success for
children and youth experiencing
homelessness.

— Outlines responsibilities for local
liaisons.

— Provides states with funding to

support local grants and statewide
initiatives.




1. Policies and Procedures

SEAs and LEAs must develop, review and revise their
policies to remove barriers to the enrollment and
retention of children and youth in homeless situations.

[722(g)(1)(D]

®  Immediate enroliment of Homeless students, regardless of missing
documentation.

- m Homeless children and youths are not stigmatized or segregated on
the basis of their status as Homeless.

m  Transportation is provided to & from the “school of origin.”

Prohibition on Segregation

m Slates are prohibited from segregating homeless
students in separate schools, separate programs
within schools, or separate settings within schools.

[722(e)(3)(A)]

m  Exception: A state that has a separate school for
homeless children or youths that was operated in
fiscal year 2000 in a covered county shall be eligible to
receive funds under this subtitle. (Maricopa is a
covered county.)

[722(e)(3)(B)]
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SEC. 1031. SHORT TITLE.

This part may be cited as the 'McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001".

SEC. 1032, EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTHS,

Su'btitle B of title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.) is amended to read as
follows:

SUBTITLE B — EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTHS
SEC. 721, STATEMENT OF POLICY.
The following is the policy of the Congress:

(1) Each State educational agency shall ensure that each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth
has equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, Including a public preschool education, as provided
to other children and youths.

(2) In any State that has a compulsory residency requirement as a component of the State's compulsory school
attendance laws or other laws, regulations, practices, or policies that may act as a barrier to the enroliment,
attendance, or success in school of homeless children and youths, the State will review and undertake steps to
revise such laws, regulations, practices, or policles to ensure that homeless children and youths are afforded the
same free, appropriate public education as provided to other children and youths,

(3) Homelessness alone is not sufficient reason to separate students from the mainstream school environment.

(4) Homeless children and youths should have access to the education and other services that such children and
youths need to ensure that such children and youths have an opportunity to meet the same challenging State
student academic achievement standards to which all students are held.

SEC, 722, GRANTS FOR STATE AND LOCAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTHS.

(2) GENERAL AUTHORITY- The Secretary is authorized to make grants to States in accordance with the provisions of this
section to enable such States to carry out the activities described in subsections (d) through (g).

(b) APPLICATION- No State may receive a grant under this section unless the State educational agency submits an
application to the Secretary at such time, in such manner, and containing or accompanied by such information as the
Secretary may reasonably require.

{c) ALLOCATION AND RESERVATIONS-

(1) ALLOCATION- (A) Subject to subparagraph (B), the Secretary is authorized to allot to each State an amount
that bears the same ratio to the amount appropriated for such year under section 726 that remains after the
Secretary reserves funds under paragraph (2) and uses funds to carry out section 724(d) and (h), as the amount
allocated under section 1122 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to the State for that year
bears to the total amount allocated under section 1122 of such Act to all States for that year, except that no State
shall receive less than the greater of —

(i) $150,000;
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(i) one-fourth of 1 percent of the amount appropriated under section 726 for that year; or
(iit) the amount such State received under this section for fiscal year 2001.

{B) If there are Insufficient funds in a fiscal year to allot to each State the minimum amount under subparagraph
(A}, the Secretary shall ratably reduce the allotments to all States based on the proportionate share that each State
received under this subsection for the preceding fiscal year.

{2) RESERVATIONS- (A) The Secretary is authorized to reserve 0.1 percent of the amount appropriated for each
fiscal year under section 726 to be allocated by the Secretary among the United States Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, according to their respective need for
assistance under this subtitle, as determined by the Secretary.

{B)(i) The Secretary shall transfer 1 percent of the amount appropriated for each fiscal year under section 726 to
the Department of the Interior for programs for Indian students served by schools funded by the Secretary of the
Interior, as determined under the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.),
that are consistent with the purposes of the programs described in this subtitle. '

{ii) The Secretary and the Secretary of the Interior shall enter into an agreement, consistent with the requirements
of this subtitie, for the distribution and use of the funds described in clause (i) under terms that the Secretary
determines best meet the purposes of the programs described in this subtitle. Such agreement shall set forth the
plans of the Secretary of the Interior for the use of the amounts transferred, including appropriate goals, objectives,

and milestones.

{3) STATE DEFINED- For purposes of this subsection, the term State' does not include the United States Virgin
Islands, Guam, American Samoa, or the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(d) ACTIVITIES- Grants under this section shall be used for.the following:
{1) To carry out the policies set forth in section 721 in the State.

{2) To provide activities for, and services to, homeless chiidren, including preschool-aged homeless children, and
youths that enable such children and youths to enroll in, attend, and succeed in school, or, if appropriate, in

preschool programs.

(3) To establish or designate an Office of Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths in the State
educational agency in accordance with subsection (f).

(4) To prepare and carry out the State plan described in subsection (g).

(5) To develop and implement professional development programs far school personnel to heighten their awareness
of, and capacity to respond to, specific problems in the education of homeless children and youths.

{e) STATE AND LOCAL SUBGRANTS-

(1) MINIMUM DISBURSEMENTS BY STATES- From the sums made available each year to carry out this subtitle, the
State educational agency shall distribute not less than 75 percent in subgrants to local educational agencies for the
purposes of carrying out section 723, except that States funded at the minimum level set forth in subsection (c)(1)
shall distribute not less than 50 percent in subgrants to local educational agencies for the purposes of carrylng out
section 723.

{2) USE BY STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY- A State educational agency may use funds made available for State use
under this subtitle to conduct activities under subsection () directly or through grants or cantracts.

{3) PROHIBITION ON SEGREGATING HOMELESS STUDENTS-

(A) IN GENERAL- Except as provided in subparagraph (B) and section 723(a)(2)(B)(ii), in providing a free
public education to a homeless child or youth, no State receiving funds under this subtitle shall segregate
such child or youth in a separate school, or In a separate program within a school, based on such child's or
youth's status as homeless.

(B) EXCEPTION- Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), paragraphs (1)(3)(i) and (3) of subsection {(g), section
723(a)(2), and any other provision of this subtitle relating to the placement of homeless children or youths
in schools, a State that has a separate school for homeless children or youths that was operated in fiscal
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year 2000 in a covered county shall be eligible to receive funds under this subtitle for programs carried oGt
In such school if —
(i) the school meets the requirements of subparagraph (C);

(i1 any local educational agency serving a school that the homeless children and youths enrolled in
the separate school are eligible to attend meets the requirements of subparagraph (E); and

(iil) the State is otherwise eligible to receive funds under this subtitle.

(C) SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS- For the State to be eligible under subparagraph (B) to receive funds under
this subtitle, the schoo! described in such subparagraph shall —

(i) provide written notice, at the time any child or youth seeks enroliment in such school, and at
least twice annually while the child or youth is enrolled in such school, to the parent or guardian of
the child or youth (or, in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the youth) that —

(I) shall be signed by the parent or guardian (or, in the case of an unaccompanied youth,
the youth); :

{I1) sets forth the general rights provided under this subtitie;

(I1I) specifically states ~—
{aa) the choice of schools homeless children and youths are eligible to attend, as provided in subsection (g)(3)(A);
{bb) that no homeless child or youth is required to attend a separate school for homeless children or youths;

(cc) that homeless children and youths shall be provided comparable services described in subsection (g)(4), including
transportation services, educational services, and meals through school meals programs; and

(dd) that homeless children and youths should not be stigmatized by school personnel; and

(IV) provides contact information for the local fiaison for homeless children and youths and
the State Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths;

(ii)(I) provide assistance to the parent or guardian of each homeless child or youth (or, in the case
of an unaccompanled youth, the youth) to exercise the right to attend the parent's or guardian's (or
youth's) chaice of schools, as provided In subsection (g}(3)(A); and

{I1) coordinate with the local educational agency with jurisdiction for the school selected by the
parent or guardian (or youth), to provide transportation and other necessary services;

(ili) ensure that the parent or guardian (or, in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the youth) shal}
receive the information required by this subparagraph in a manner and form understandable to such
parent or guardian (or youth), including, if necessary and to the extent feasible, in the native
language of such parent or guardian (or youth); and

- {iv) demonstrate in the school's application for funds under this subtitle that such school —
(1) Is complying with clauses (i) and (ii); and

{II) is meeting (as of the date of submission of the application) the same Federal and State
standards, regulations, and mandates as other public schools in the State (such as
complying with sections 1111 and 1116 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 and providing a full range of education and related services, including services
applicable to students with disabilities).

(D) SCHOOL INELIGIBILITY- A separate schoo!l described in subparagraph (B) that fails to meet the
standards, regulations, and mandates described in subparagraph (C)(iv)(1I) shall not be eligible to receive
funds under this subtitle for programs carried out in such school after the first date of such failure,
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(E) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REQUIREMENTS; For the State to be eligible to receive the funds .
described in subparagraph (B), the local educational agency described in subparagraph (B)(ii) shall — !

(i) implement a coordinated system for ensuring that homeless children and youths —
(1) are advised of the choice of schools provided in subsection (g)(3)(A);

(i1) are immediately enrolled, in accordance with subsection (9)(3)(C), in the school
selected under subsection (g)(3)(A); and

(11I) are promptly provided necessary services described in subsection (g)(4), includingA
transportation, to allow homeless children and youths to exercise their choices of schools
under subsection (g)(3)(A);

(i} document that written notice has been provided —

{1) in accordance with subparagraph (C)(i) for each child or youth enrolled in a separate
school under subparagraph (B); and

(II) in accordance with subsection (g)(6)(A)}(v);

(iii) prohibit schools within the agency's jurisdiction from referring homeless children or youths to,
or requiring homeless children and youths to enroll in or attend, a separate school described in
subparagraph (B);

(iv) identify and remove any barriers that exist in schools within the agency's jurisdiction that may
have contributed to the creation or existence of separate schools described in subparagraph (B);

and
V) nbt use funds received under this subtitle to establish — | é/’“\}
(I) new or additional separate schools for homeless children or youths; or R
(II) new or additional sites for separate schools for homeless children or youths, other than
the sites occupied by the schools described in subparagraph (B) in fiscal year 2000.
(F) REPORT~

(i) PREPARATION- The Secretary shall prepare a report on the separate schools and local
educational agencles described in subparagraph (B) that receive funds under this subtitle in
accordance with this paragraph. The report shall contain, at a minimum, information on —

(1) compiiance with all requirements of this paragraph;

(1I) barriers to school access in the schoo! districts served by the local educational agencies;
and

(ILI) the progress the separate schools are making in integrating homeless children and
youths into the mainstream school environment, including the average length of student
enroliment in such schools.

{ii) COMPLIANCE WITH INFORMATION REQUESTS- For purposes of enabling the Secretary to

prepare the report, the separate schools and local educational agencies shall cooperate with the

Secretary and the State Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths established in

the State under subsection (d)(3), and shall comply with any requests for information by the
_Secretary and State Coordinator for such State. ~

(i) SUBMISSION- Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, the Secretary shall submit the report
described in clause (i) to — O

(I) the President;
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(I1) the Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of Representatives; and
(11I) the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate.
(G) DEFINITION- For purposes of this paragraph, the term covered county' means —
() San Joaquin County, California;
(i) Orange County, California;
(iii} San Diego County, California; and
{iv) Maricopa County, Arizona,

(f) FUNCTIONS OF THE OFFICE OF COORDINATOR- The Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths
established in each State shall ~

(1) gather refiable, valid, and comprehensive information on the nature and extent of the problems homeless
children and youths have in gaining access to public preschool programs and to public elementary schools and
secondary schools, the difficulties in identifying the special needs of such children and youths, any progress made
by the State educational agency and local educational agencies in the State in addressing such problems and
difficulties, and the success of the programs under this subtitle in allowing homeless children and youths to enroll
in, attend, and succeed in, school;

(2) develop and carry out the State plan described in subsection (9);

(3) collect and transmit to the Secretary, at such time and in such manner as the Secretary may require, a report
containing such information as the Secretary determines is necessary to assess the educational needs of homeless
children and youths within the State;

(4) facilitate coordination between the State educational agency, the State social services agency, and other
agencies (including agencies providing mental health services) to provide services to homeless children, including
preschoal-aged homeless children, and youths, and to families of such children and youths;

{5) in order to improve the provision of comprehensive education and related services to homeless children and
youths and their families, coordinate and collaborate with —

{A) educators, including child development and preschooal program personnel;

{B) providers of services to homeless and runaway children and youths and homeless families (including
domestic violence agencies, shelter operators, transitional housing facllities, runaway and homeless youth
centers, and transitional living programs for homeless youths);

{C) local educational agency Haisons designated under subsection (2))Q)(it) for homeless children and
youths; and

(D) community organizations and groups representing homeless children and youths and thelr families; and

(6) provide technical assistance to local educational agencies in coordination with local educational agency liaisons
designated under subsection (g)(1)(3)(i}), to ensure that local educational agencies comply with the requirements of
section 722(e)(3) and paragraphs (3) through (7) of subsection (9).

{g) STATE PLAN-

(1) IN GENERAL~ Each State shall submit to the Secretary a plan to provide for the education of homeless children
and youths within the State. Such plan shall include the following:

(A) A description of how such children and youths are (or will be) given the opportunity to meet the same
challenging State academic achievement standards all students are expected to meet.

{B) A description of the procedures the State educational agency will use to identify such children and
youths in the State and to assess their special needs.

hitp://www.ed.gov/print/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pgl 16.html ‘ 9/7/2005




Part C - Homeless Education -- Printable Page 6 of 14

{(C) A description of procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes regarding the educational placement of
homeless children and youths.

(D) A description of programs for school personnel (including principals, attendance officers, teachers,
enroliment personnel, and pupit services personnel) to heighten the awareness of such personnel of the
specific needs of runaway and homeless youths.

(E) A description of procedures that ensure that homeless children and youths who meet the relevant
eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, or local food programs.

(F) A description of procedures that ensure that —

(i) homeless children have equal access to the same public preschaol programs, administered by the
State agency, as provided to other children in the State;

(it) homeless youths and youths separated from the public schools are Identified and accorded equal
access to appropriate secondary education and suppart services; and

(iii) homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in
Federal, State, or local before- and after-school care programs.

EG) Strategies to address problems identified in the report provided to the Secretary under subsection (f)
3).

(H) Strategies to address other problems with respect to the education of hameless children and youths,
including problems resulting from enroliment delays that are caused by — |

(M fmmunization and medical records requirements;

(i) residency requirements;

(iii) lack of birth certificates, school records, or oﬁher documentation;
(iv) guardianship issues; or

(v) uniform or dress code requirements.

(I) A demonstration that the State educational agency and lacal educational agencies in the State have
developed, and shalt review and revise, policies to remove barriers to the enroliment and retention of
homeless children and youths in schools in the State.

(3) Assurances that —

(i) the State educational agency and local educational agencles in the State will adopt policles and
practices to ensure that homeless children and youths are not stigmatized or segregated on the
basis of their status as homeless;

(ii) local educationat agencies will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a
coordinator for other Federal programs, as a local educational agency liaison for homeless children
and youths, to carry out the duties described in paragraph (6)(A); and

(iii) the State and its local educational agencies will adopt policies and practices to ensure thakt
transportation is provided, at the request of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an
unaccompanied youth, the liaison), to and from the school of origin, as determined in paragraph (3)
(A), in accordance with the following, as applicable:

(1) If the homeless child or yauth continues to live in the area served by the local
educational agency in which the school of origin is located, the child's or youth's
transportation to and from the school of origin shall be provided or arranged by the local
educational agency in which the schoo! of origin is located,

{11) If the homeless child's or youth's living arrangements in the area served by the local
educational agency of origin terminate and the child or youth, though continuing his or her
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education in the school of origin, begins Jiving in an area served by another local educational
agency, the local educational agency of origin and the local educational agency in which the
homeless child or youth is living shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility
and costs for providing the child with transportation to and from the school of origin. If the
local educational agencies are unable to agree upon such method, the responsibility and
costs for transportation shall be shared equally. .

(2) COMPLIANCE-

(A) IN GENERAL- Each plan adopted under this subsection shall also describe how the State will ensure that
local educational agencies in the State will comply with the requirements of paragraphs (3) through (7).

{B) COORDINATION- Such plan shall indicate what technical assistance the State will furnish to local
educational agencies and how compliance efforts will be coordinated with the local educational agency
liaisons designated under paragraph (1)(3)(ii).

(3) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REQUIREMENTS-

(A) IN GENERAL- The local educational agency serving each child or youth to be assisted under this subtitie
shall, according to the child's or youth's best interest —

(i) continue the child's or youth's education in the school of origin for the duration of homelessness

() in any case in which a family becornes homeless between academic years or during an
academic year; or ’

(I1) for the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes permanently
housed during an academic year; or

(ii) enroll the child or youth in any public schoolifﬁét nonhomeless students who live in the
attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend.

' (B) BEST INTEREST- In determining the best interest of the child or youth under subparagraph (A), the
local educational agency shall —

{i) to the extent feasible, keep a homeless child or youth in the school of origin, except when doing
50 is contrary to the wishes of the child's or youth's parent or guardian;

(it} provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to appeal under

- subparagraph (E), to the homeless child's or youth's parent or guardian, if the local educational
agency sends such child or yauth to a school other than the schoot of origin or a school requested
by the parent or guardian; and

(iii) in the case of an unaccompanied youth, ensure that the homeless liaison designated under
paragraph (1)(J)(if) assists in placement or enrollment decisions under this subparagraph, conslders
the views of such unaccompanied youth, and provides notice to such youth of the right to appeal
under subparagraph (E).

{C) ENROLLMENT- (i) The school selected in accordance with this paragraph shall immediately enroll the
homeless child or youth, even if the child or youth is unable to produce records normally reguired for
enroliment, such as previous academic records, medical records, proof of residency, or other
documentation.

(i) The enrolling school shall immediately contact the school last attended by the child or youth to obtain
relevant academic and other records.

(it} If the child or.youth needs to obtain immunizations, or Immunization or medical records, the enrolling
school shall immediately refer the parent or guardian of the child or youth to the local educational agency
. liaison designated under paragraph (1)()(ii), who shall assist in obtaining necessary immunizations, or
7"+ immunization or medical records, In accordance with subparagraph (D).

(D) RECORDS- Any record ordinarily kept by the school, including immunization or medical records,
academic records, birth certificates, guardianship records, and evaluations for speclal services or programs,
regarding each homeless child or youth shall be maintained —
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(i) so that the records are available, in a timely fashion, when a child or youth enters a new school
or school district; and . ‘;.

(ii) in a manner consistent with section 444 of the Genera! Education Provisions Act {20 U.S.C.
1232g). '

(E) ENROLLMENT DISPUTES- If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment in a school —

(i) the child or youth shall be immediately admitted to the school in which enrollment is Sought,
pending resolution of the dispute;

(ii) the parent or guardian of the child or youth shall be provided with a written explanation of the
school's decision regarding school selection or enrallment, including the rights of the parent,
guardian, or youth to appeal the decision;

(iif) the child, youth, parent, or guardian shall be referred to the local educationatl agency lialson
designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who shall carry out the dispute resolution process as
. described in paragraph (1)(C) as expeditiously as possible after receiving notice of the dispute; and

(iv) in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the homeless llaison shall ensure that the youth is
immediately enrolled in school pending resolution of the dispute.

(F) PLACEMENT CHOICE- The choice regarding placement shall be made regardless aof whether the child or
youth lives with the homeless parents or has been temporarily placed elsewhere.

(G) SCHOOL OF ORIGIN DEFINED- In this paragraph, the term school of origin' means the school that the
child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child or youth was last

enrclied.

{H) CONTACT INFORMATION- Nothing In this subtitle shall prohibit a local educational agency from requiring -
a parent or guardian of a homeless child to submit contact information. { w
s

(4) COMPARABLE SERVICES- Each homeless child or youth to be assisted under this subtitle shall be provided
services comparable to services offered to other students in the school selected under paragraph (3), including the
following:

(A) Transportation services,

(B) Educational services for which the child or youth meets the eligibility criteria, such as services provided
under title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 or similar State or local programs,
educational programs for children with disabilities, and educational programs for students with limited
English proficiency.

(C) Programs in vocational and technical education.
(D) Programs for gifted and talented students.
(E) School nutrition programs.

(5) COORDINATION-

(A) IN GENERAL- Each local educational agency serving homeless children and youths that receives
assistance under this subtitle shail coordinate —

(i) the provision of services under this subtitle with local social services agencies and other agencies
or programs providing services to homeless children and youths and their families, including
services and programs funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5701 et
seq.); and

(i) with other local educational agencies on interdistrict issues, such as transportation or transfer of O
school records. .

(B) HOUSING ASSISTANCE- If applicable, each State educational agency and local educational agency that
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receives assistance under this subtitle shall coordinate with State and local housing agencies responsible for
developing the comprehensive housing affordability strategy described in section 105 of the Cranston-
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12705} to minimize educational disruption for children
and youths who become homeless.

§C) COORDINATION PURPQSE- The coordination required under subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall be
esigned to —

(1) ensure that homeless children and youths have access and reasonable proximity to available
education and related support setvices; and

(i) raise the awareness of school personnel and service providers of the effects of short-term stays
In a shelter and other challenges associated with homelessness.

(6) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY LIAISON-

(A) DUTIES~ Each local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, designated under
paragraph (1)(3)(if), shalt ensure that —

(i) homeless children and youths are identified by school personnel and through coordination
activities with other entities and agencies;

{ii) homeless children and youths enroll in, and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in,
schools of that local educational agency;

(iii) homeless families, children, and youths receive educational services for which such families,
children, and youths are eligible, including Head Start and Even Start programs and preschool
programs administered by the loca! educational agency, and referrals to health care services, dental
services, mental health services, and other appropriate services;

(iv) the parents or guardians of homeless children and youths are informed of the educational and
related opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful opportunities to
participate in the education of their children;

{v) public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youths is disseminated where
such children and youths receive services under this Act, such as schools, family shelters, and soup
kitchens;

(vi) enroliment disputes are mediated in accordance with paragraph (3)(E); and

(vii) the parent or guardian of 2 homeless child or youth, and any unaccompanied youth, is fully
Informed of all transportation services, including transportation to the schoo! of origin, as described
in paragraph (1)(3)(iii), and is assisted in accessing transportation to the school that is selected
under paragraph (3)(A).

{B) NOTICE- State coordinators established under subsection (d)(3) and local educational agencies shall
inform school personnel, service providers, and advocates working with homeless families of the duties of
the local educational agency liaisons,

{C) LOCAL AND STATE COORDINATION- Local educational agency liaisons for homeless children and youths
shall, as a part of their duties, coordinate and collaborate with State coordinators and community and
school personnel responsible for the provision of education and related services to homeless children and
youths,

{7) REVIEW AND REVISIONS-

(A) IN GENERAL- Each State educational agency and local educational agency that receives assistance
under this subtitle shall review and revise any policies that may act as barriers to the enrollment of
homeless children and youths in schools that are selected under paragraph (3).

(B) CONSIDERATION- In reviewing and revising such policies, consideration shall be given to issues
concerning transportation, immunization, residency, birth certificates, schoal records and other
documentation, and guardianship,
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(C) SPECIAL ATTENTION- Special attention shall be given to ensuring the enroliment énd attendance of e
homeless children and youths who are not currently attending school. ‘ ' ,

SEC, 723. LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY SUBGRANTS FOR THE EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTHS.
{a) GENERAL AUTHORITY-

(1) IN GENERAL- The State educational agency shall, in accordance with section 722(e), and from amounts made
available to such agency under section 726, make subgrants to local educational agencies for the purpose of
facilitating the enroliment, attendance, and success in school of homeless children and youths,

{2) SERVICES-
{A) IN GENERAL- Services under paragraph (1) —
(i) may be provided through programs on school grounds or at other facilitles;

{ii) shall, to the maximum extent practicable, be provided through existing programs and
mechanisms that integrate homeless children and youths with nonhomeless children and youths;

and

{iif) shall be designed to expand or improve services provided as part of a school's regular academic
pragram, but nof to replace such services provided under such program,

{B) SERVICES ON SCHOOL GROUNDS- If services under paragraph (1) are provided on school grounds,
schools —

(i) may use funds under this subtitle to provide the same services to other children and youths who
are determined by the local educational agency to be at risk of failing in, or dropping out of, school,
subject to the requirements of clause (ii); and : /’w

{il) except as otherwise provided in section 722(e)(3)(B), shall not provide services in settings
within a school that segregate homeless children and youths from other children and youths, except
as necessary for short periods of time —

(1) for health and safety emergencies; or

(II) to provide temporary, special, and supplementary services to meet the unique needs of
homeless children and youths,

(3) REQUIREMENT- Services provided under this section shall not replace the regular academic program and shall
be designed to expand upon or improve services provided as part of the school's regular academic program.

{b) APPLICATION-~ A local educational agency that desires to receive a subgrant under this sectlon shall submit an
application to the State educational agency at such time, in such manner, and containing or accompanied by such
information as the State educational agency may reasonably require. Such application shali include the following:

(1) An assessment of the educational and related needs of homeless children and youths in the area served by such
agency (which may be undertaken as part of needs assessments for other disadvantaged groups).

{2) A description of the services and programs for which assistance is sought to address the needs identified in
paragraph (1).

{
(3) An assurance that the local educational agency's combined fiscal effort per student, or the aggregate
expenditures of that agency and the State with respect to the provision of free public education by such agency for
the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year for which the determination is made, was not less than 90 percent of such
combined fiscal effort or aggregate expenditures for the second fiscal year preceding the fiscal year for which the
determination is made.

{4) An assurance that the applicant complies with, or will use requested funds to comply with, paragraphs (3) O
through (7) of section 722(g). o

(5) A description of policies and procedures, consistent with section 722(e){3), that the agency will implement to

http:/fwww.ed.gov/print/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pgl 16.html 9/7/2005
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ensure that activities carried out by the agency will not isolate or stigmatize homeless children and youths.

{c) AWARDS-

(1) IN GENERAL- The State educational agency shall, in accordance with the requirements of this subtitle and from
amounts made available to it under section 726, make competitive subgrants to local educational agencies that
submit applications under subsection (b). Such subgrants shall be awarded on the basis of the need of such
agencies for assistance under this subtitle and the quality of the applications submitted.

{2) NEED- In determining need under paragraph (1), the State educational agency may consider the number of
homeless children and youths enrolled in praschool, elementary, and secondary schools within the area served by -
the local educational agency, and shall consider the needs of such children and youths and the ability of the local
educational agency to meet such needs. The State educational agency may also consider the following:

(A) The extent to which the proposed use of funds will facilitate the enroliment, retention, and educational
success of homeless children and youths,

(B) The extent to which the application —

(i) reflects coordination with other local and State agencies that serve homeless children and
youths; and

{ii) describes how the applicant will meet the requirements of section 722(g)(3).

{C) The extent to which the applicant exhibits in the application and in current practice a commitment to
education for all homeless children and youths.

(D) Such other criteria as the State agency determines appropriate,

(3) QUALITY- In determining the quality of applications under paragraph (1), the State educational agency shall
consider the following:

(A) The applicant’s needs assessment under subsection (b)(1) and the likelihood that the program
presented in the application will meet such needs.

{B) The types, intensity, and coordination of the services Lo be provided under the program.

(C) The involvement of parents or guardians of homeless children or youths in the education of their
children,

{D) The extent to which homeless children and youths will be integrated within the regular education
program,

(E) The quality of the applicant's evaluation plan for the program.

{F) The extent to which services provided under this subtitle will be coordinated with other services
available to homeless children and youths and their families.

{G) Such other measures as the State educational agency considers indicative of a high-quality program,
such as the extent to which the local educational agency will provide case management or related services
to unaccompanied youths. .

(4) DURATION OF GRANTS- Grants awarded under this section shall be for terms not to exceed 3 years.

(d) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES- A local educational agency may use funds awarded under this section for activities that carry
out the purpose of this subtitle, including the following:

{1) The provision of tutoring, supplemental instruction, and enriched educational services that are linked to the
achievement of the same challenging State academic content standards and challenging State student academic
achievement standards the State establishes for other children and youths.

(2) The provision of expedited evaluations of the strengths and needs of homeless children and youths, Including

hitp://www.ed.gov/print/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pgl16.html 9/7/2005
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needs and eligibility for programs and setvices (such as educational programs for gifted and talented students,
children with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency, services provided under title I of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 or similar State or local programs, programs in vocational and
technical education, and school nutrition programs).

(3) Professional development and other activities for eduéators and pupil services personnel that are designed to
heighten the understanding and sensitivity of such personnel to the needs of homeless children and youths, the
rights of such children and youths under this subtitle, and the specific educational needs of runaway and homeless
youths.

{4) The provision of referral services to homeless children and youths for medica!, dental, mental, and other health
services.

(5) The provision of assistance to defray the excess cost of transportation for students under section 722{g)Y(4)X(A),
not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, where necessary to enable students to attend the
school selected under section 722(g)(3).

{(6) The provision of developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs, not otherwise provided
through Federal, State, or local funding, for preschool-aged homeless children.

(7) The provision of services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain homeless children and youths, and
unaccompanied youths, in public school programs and services provided to nonhomeless children and youths.

(8) The provision for homeless children and youths of before- and after-school, mentoring, and summer programs
in which a teacher or other qualified individual provides tutoring, homework assistance, and supervision of
educational activities.

{9) If necessary, the payment of fees and other costs associated with tracking, obtaining, and transferring records
necessary to enrolt homeless children and youths in school, including birth certificates, immunization or medical
records, academic records, guardianship records, and evaluations for special programs or services.

(10) The provision of education and training to the parents of homeless children and youths about the rights of, and
resources available to, such children and youths,

{11) The development of coordination between schools and agencies providing services to homeless children and
youths, as described in section 722(g)(5).

{12) The provision of pupil services (including violence prevention counseling) and referrals for such services.

(13) Activities to address the particular needs of homeless children and youths that may arise from domestic
violence.

(14) The adaptation of space and purchase of supplies for any nonschool! facilities made available under subsection
{a)(2) to provide services under this subsection, s

{15) The provision of school supplies, including those supplies to be distributed at shelters or temporary housing
facilities, or other appropriate locations.

{16) The provision of other extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless children and youths
to attend school.

SEC. 724, SECRETARIAL RESPONSIBILITIES.

(a) REVIEW OF STATE PLANS- In reviewing the State plan submitted by a State educational agency under section 722(g),
the Secretary shall use a peer review process and shall evaluate whether State laws, policies, and practices described in
such plan adequately address the problems of homeless children and youths relating to access to education and placement
as described in such plan,

{b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE- The Secretary shall provide support and technical assistance to a State educational agency to
assist such agency in carrying out its responsibilities under this subtitle, if requested by the State educational agency.

{c) NOTICE- The Secretary shall, before the next school year that begins after the date of enactment of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, create and disseminate nationwide a public notice of the
educational rights of homeless children and youths and disseminate such notice to other Federal agencies, programs, and
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grantees, Including Head Start grantees, Health Care for the Homeless grantees, Emergency Food and Shelter grantees,
and homeless assistance programs administered by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

(d) EVALUATION AND DISSEMINATION- The Secretary shall conduct evaluation and dissemination activities of programs
designed to meet the educational needs of homeless elementary and secondary school students, and may use funds
appropriated under section 726 to conduct such activities.

{e) SUBMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION- The Secretary shall require applications for grants under this subtitle to be
submitted to the Secretary not later than the expiration of the'60-day peried beginning on the date that funds are available
for purposes of making such grants and shall make such grants not later than the expiration of the 120-day period
beginning on such date, ’ .

(f) DETERMINATION BY SECRETARY- The Secretary, based on the information received from the States and information
gathered by the Secretary under subsection (h), shall determine the extent to which State educational agencies are
ensuring that each homeless child and homeless youth has access to a free appropriate public.education, as described in
section 721(1).

(9) GUIDELINES- The Secretary shalf develop, issue, and publish In the Federal Register, not later than 60 days after the

. date of enactment of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, school enroliment

guidelines for States with respect to homeless children and youths. The guidelines shall describe —

(1) successful ways in which a State may assist local educational agencies to immediately enroll homeless children
and youths in school; and

(2) how a State can review the State's requirements regarding immunization and medical or school records and
make such revisions to the requirements as are appropriate and necessary in order to enroll homeless children and
youths in school immediately.

(h) INFORMATION-

(1) IN GENERAL- From funds appropriated under section 726, the Secretary shall, directly or through grants,
contracts, or cooperative agreements, periodically collect and disseminate data and information regarding —

(A) the number and location of homeless children and youths;
{B) the education and related services such children and youths receive;
(C) the extent to which the needs of homeless children and youths are being met; and

(D) such other data and Information as the Secretary determines to be necessary and relevant to carry out
this subtitle,

{2) COORDINATION- The Secretary shall coordinate such collection and dissemination with other agencies and
entities that receive assistance and administer programs under this subtitle.

(1) REPORT- Not later than 4 years after the date of enactment of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance
Improvements Act of 2001, the Secretary shall prepare and submit to the President and the Committee on Education and
the Workforce of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Sepate
a report on the status of education of homeless children and youths, which shall include information on —

(1) the education of homeless children and youths; and

(2) the actions of the Secretary and the effectiveness of the programs supported under this subtitle.

SEC. 725. DPEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this subtitle:
(1) The terms enroll' and enrollment' include attending classes and participating fully in school activities.

(2) The term homeless children and youths' —
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(A) means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence (within the meaning of
section 103(a)(1)); and .

(B) includes —

(i) children and youths who are sharing the housing of ather persons due to loss of housing,
economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping
grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or
transitionai shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;

(i) children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not
designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings (within the
meaning of section 103(a)(2)(C)); :

(iii) children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and

(iv) migratory children (as such term is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the
children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) through (iii).

(3) The terms local educational agency' and State educational agency' have the meanings given such terms in
section 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.

(4) The term Secretary' means the Secretary of Education.
(5) The term State' means each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
(6) The tex;m unaccompanied youth' includes a youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.

SEC. 726. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. O

For the purpose of carrying out this subtitle, there are authorized to be appropriated $70,000,000 for fiscal year 2002 and
such sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2003 through 2007.".

SEC, 1033. CONFORMING AMENDMENT.

The table of contents of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11301 note) is amended so that the items
relating to subtitle B of title VII read as follows:

~ 3 -
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Who is homeless? (See, 725)

The term “homeless children and
youth'~

(A) means individuals who lack o
fized, reguler, and adequate.
nighttime residence ...; and

(B) includes—

@ -children and youths who ere
"*“sharing the housing of other
~  persons due to loss of hous-

" " - ing, economic hardship, or «
. similar renson; are living in

motels, hotels, trailer parks,
or camping grounds due to
the lack of alternative accom-
modations; are Bving in emer-
gency or transitional shelters;
are ebardoned in hospitals;
or are awailing foster care
Dlacement;

(%) children and youths who have
.. - eprimary nighttime residence
S o that is e public .or. private

«. .+ - place not, designed for.or-or -

dinarily used as o regulor
sleeping accommodation for
human beings ...

(i) children and youths who are
Tiving in cars, parks, public
spaces, abandoned buildings,
substandard housing, bus or
irain stations, or similar set-
tings; and

(i) migratory children who qual-
ify as homeless for the pur-
Dposes of this subtitle because
the children are living in cir-
cumstances described in
clauses (i) through @iii),

)
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(This document was collaboratively

developed by:

National Agsociation for the Education
of Homeless Childrven and Youth
NAEHCY)~512-475-8765—
www.nechey.org

Netional Center for Homeless
Education (NCHE)~800-308-2145—
www.serve.org/nche

National Coalition for the Homeless
(NCH)~202-787.6444 ext, 18—
www.nationalhomeless.org

National Law Center for Homelessness
and Poverty (NLCHP)-202-688-2535
~www.nlchp.org

National Network for Youth (NN4Y)-
202-788-1949~www. NN4Youth.org
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Local Educational Agency Liaisons

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (Subtitle B-Education for Homeless
Children and Youth), reauthorized in January 2002, ensures educational rights and
protections for children and youth experiencing homelessness. This brief explains the
legislation and offers strategies for implementing it in a school district. Additional
briefs on various topics in the luw may be found on the websites of the organiza-
tions listed below.

Key Provisions

3 Every Local Educational Agency (LEA), otherwise known as
school district, must designate an appropriate staff person as a
liaison for students in homeless situations, This person may also
be a coordinator for other federal programs.

0O Liaisons must ensure that:

O Children and youth in homeless situations are identified by
school personnel and through coordination activities with other
entities and agencies.

O Students enroll in, and have full and equal opportunity to
succeed in, the schools of the LEA.

O Families, children, and youth receive educational services for
which they are eligible, including Head Start, Even Start, and
pre-school programs administered by the LEA, and referrals o
health, mental health, dental, and other appropriate services,

O Parents or guardians are informed of educational and related
opportunities available to their children and are provided with
meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of
their children.

O Public notice of the educational rights of students in homeless
situations is disseminated where children and youth receive
services under the Act.

O Enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with the
Enrollment Disputes section of the McKinney-Vento Act.

O Parents and guardians and unaccompanied youth are fully in-
formed of all fransportation services, including to the school of
origin, and are assisted in accessing transportation services.

0 Liaisons must assist children and youth who do not have immu-
nizations or immunization or medical records to obtain neces-
sary immunizations or immunization or medical records.

0 Liaisons must help unaccompanied youth choose and enroll in a
school, after considering the youths’ wishes, and provide youth
with notice of their right to appeal an enrollment decision that is
not their choice.

continued next page
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{0 Liaisons must ensure that unaccompanied youth are immediately
enrolled in school pending resolution of disputes that might arise
over school enrollment or placement.

O Liaisons must collaborate and coordinate with State Coordinators
for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth and community
and school personnel responsible for the provision of education
and related services to children and youth in homeless situations.

J State coordinators and LEAs must inform school personnel, ser-
vice providers, and advocates who work with families in home-
less situations of the duties of the LEA homeless laison.

{See Endnotes for ihe text of the law.)

Liaisons are LEA staff responsible for ensuring the identification, school
- enrollment, attendance, and opportunities for academic success of stu-
dents in homeless situations. Some of these activities may be accom-
plished by the liaison himself or herself, while others are accomplished
by coordinating the efforts of other staff, National evaluations have
found that liaisons are a common denominator for successful distriet
efforts to address homelessness, Therefore, the law now requires every
LEA to appoint a liaison for students who are homeless and specifies
their legal responsibilities. By linking students and their families to
school and community services, liaisons play a critical role in stabiliz-
ing students and promoting academic achievement at the individual,
school, and district level,

Strategies for implementation

00 LEA administrators should work with the Office of State Coordi-
nator for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth £o iden-
tify an appropriate staff person to serve as local educational
agency homeless liaison. Federal programs, such as Title I, Even
Btart, or Migrant Education, may be good offices to support this
position. State programs for students in high-risk situations may
also be appropriate.

(3 LEAs and State Coordinators should create opportunities for the
designated liaison to receive training, in particular on homelessness,
the legal responsibilities of the liaison, and key provisions of the
McKinney-Vento Act. Training opportunities may be facilitated by
the State Coordinators for the Education of Homeless Children
and Youth through attendance at local, state, and national confer-
ences, through neighboring school districts that have established
local homeless Haison positions, and through materials such as
Local Homeless Education Toolkit (see Resources, last page). Is-
sue briefs on school selection, enrollment, transportation, dis-
pute resolution, identification, and unaccompanied youth will be
particularly useful for liaisons.

‘ 3 Liaisons should join local homeless task forces, homeless coali-
‘' tions, and their local homeless assistance Continuum of Care. A,

Local Educational Agency Liaisons (continued)

| shall submit to the Secretary o plan to

Endnotes
“State Plan—{(1) In General-Each State

provide for the education of komeless
children and youths within the State.
Such plan sholl include the following:
) Assurances that...

(i) locol educational egencies will
designate an appropriate staff
person, who may also be a co-
ordinator for other Federal pro-

. grams, as a local educational
agency liaisor for homeless
ckildren and youtks, to carry
out the duties described in para-
graph (6)(A)...

(39) Local Educational Agency Requirements—

«(B} Best Interest-In determining the
best interest of the child or youth.. the
local educational agency shall..

(i) in the case of an unaccompa-
- nied youth, ensure that the
~y v homeless Haison designated
" i+« . under paragraph (E)GE) as-
-~ -gists in placement or enrollment
decisions under this subpara-
graph, considers the views of
suck unaccompanied youth,
and provides nolice to such
youth of the right to appeal

under subparagrapk (B)...

(C) Enroliment—

(i) If the child or youth needs to
obtain immunizations, or immu-
nization or medical records, the
enrolling school shall immedi-
ately refer the parent or guard-
ian of the child or youth to the
local educational agency laison
‘designated under paregroph
(DENG), who shall assist in
obtaining necessary immuniza-
tions, or immunization or med;-
cal records, in accordance with
subparagraph (D).

(B) Enrollment Disputes-If ¢ dispute
arises over school selection or en-
rollment in & school-

(i) the child, youth, parent, or
-, “guardian shall be referred to
:the locol educational agency
liaison designated under para-
graphk (LDEGD, who skall
earry out the dispute resolu-
tion process as deseribed in
paragraph (1)(C) as expedi-
tiously as possible after receiu-

ing notice of the dispute; and
(v in the case of an unaccompa-
nied youtk, the homeless Lt
son shall ensure that the youth

2

(Endnotes continued next page))
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~ Local Educational Agency Liaisons (continued) :

directory of state and local homeless coalitions may be found at
the NCH website at www.nationalhomeless.org/state,

0 State Coordinators should provide the Haison with sample forms,

policies, procedures, awareness materials (for example, brochures
and posters), and fact sheets so that he or she does not have to

- “reinvent the wheel” and will be well equipped to start his or her
job. Sample materials may be found in the Local Homeless Educa-
tion Toolkit; Imagine the Possibilities: A Sourcebook for Educators
Committed to the Educational Success of Students in Homeless
Situations and on the website of the National Center for Home-
less Education at wuww.serve.org/ncke.

0 Liaisons should develop relationships with community social ser-

vice providers, including shelters, soup kitchens, food banks, tran-
sitional living projects for youth, street outreach teams, youth
drop-in centers, community action agencies, welfare departments,
housing departments, public health departments, and faith-based
organizations. They should inform these agencies of the duties of
the liaison, the responsibilities of the school district, and the
rights of students and families who are homeless.

.. [ Liaisons should develop relationships with key school personnel,

including administrators, prineipals, secretaries, registrars, coun-
selors, social workers, transportation staff, food services staff,
school nurses, truancy officers, and teachers. They should in-
form these personnel about the causes and consequences of
homelessness, symptoms of homelessness, the duties of the Hai-
son, the responsibilities of the school district, and the rights of
-students and families who are homeless,

0 Liaisons should develop relationships with local directors of other

school programs, such as preschool, Special Education, School
Meals, Title I, Migrant Education, Neglected and Delinquent, and
Even Start to ensure that students who are homeless can access
those services as needed,

0 Liaisons should disseminate posters, brochures, and other aware-

ness materials explaining educational rights, programs, and re-
lated services in schools and other locations where children and
youth receive services (such as soup kitchens, health clinics, shel-
ters, transitional living projects for youth, street outreach teams,
youth dropin centers, motels, campgrounds, public laundries,
and faith-based organizations). Posters for parents and for unac-
companied youth may be found on the NCHE website at
www.serve.org/nche.

01 Liaisons should seek program support from Title I programs,

other education programs, and public and private community
organizations,

0O LEAs should communicate verbal and written information in a Dbaragraph (3)(A).
manner and language that parents, guardians, caregivers, and
youth can understand, L (Endnotes continued next page) y

(Endnateae continued from previous page)

- s immediately enrolled in
.., school pending resolution of the

. dispute.”.

" McKinney-Vento Act Sec, 722(g); 42
. USC 14390 - -

(6) Local Educational Agency Linison.—~

(4) Duties—-Each local educationel agency
linisor. for homeless children and
youths, designated under paragraph
(DEDGY), shall ensure that—

(D homeless children and youths
are identified by school person-
nel and through coordination

* activities with other entities and
agencies;

(%) homeless children and youths
enroll in, and have full and

" equal opportunily to succeed in,
schools of that locol educational
agency;

(i) homeless families, children, and

*: -youths receive educational ser-
- ‘vices for whick such families,
children, and youths are eli-
gible, including Head Start and
Even. Start programs and pre-
“school programs administered
by the local educationgl agency,
and referrals to health care
* “services, dental services, men-

*-. tal health services, and other

*  appropricie services;

(iu) the parents or guardions of

- ‘homeless children and youths
are informed of the educational
and related opportunities avail-
able to their children and are
Dprovided with meaningful op-
portunities to participate in the
education of their children;

() public notice of the educational
rights of homeless children and
youths is disseminated where
such children and youth receive
services under this Act, such
as schools, family shelters, and
soup kitchens;

(vi) errollment disputes are medi-
ated in accordence with paro-
graph (3)(E); and

(vidthe parent or guardian of a
homeless child or youth, and
any unaccompanied youth, is
fdlly informed of all transpor-
tation services, including trans.
portation to the scheol of origin,
as described in paragraph
(DE0GE), and is essisted in
accessing transportation to the
school that is selected under

3




National evalustion and_federal guidance materials that discuss the role of
the Unison: -

Anderson, Lesle et al, (1995). An Evaluation of State and Local Efforts to Serve the
Educational Needs of Homeless Children and Youth. Washington, DO; Author. -

- United States Department of Bducation, (1995), Preliminary Guidance for the Edu-

cation for Homeless Children and Youth Program Title VIT, Subtitle B. Washing-
ton, DC: Author,

Resources for Local Linisons

Local Homeless Education Liaison Toolkit, published as a collaborative effort be-

tween the National Center for Homeless Education and the staff of Project

- HOPE, Virginia's Program for Educating Homeless Children and Youth, The

toolkit is expected to be published in the summer of 2002 and may be ordered

through the National Center for Homeless Education ab 1-800-755-3277 or down-
loaded from the website at www.serve.org/mche, o

Imogine the Possibilities: A Sourcebook for Educators Commitied to the Educational
Suceess of Students Experiencing Homelessness. 2001, San Francisco, CA: Beth
Ann Berliner. 730 Harrison Street, San Francisco, CA 94107-1242. 415-565-3000,
www,WestEd.org,

S Local Educational Agency Liaisons (continued)

(Endnotes, continued from previous page)

(B) Notice-State coordinntors established
under subsection (d)(3) and local
educational agencies shall inform
school personnel, service providers,

less families of the duties of the lo-
. cal educational agency laisons.

(C) Local and State Coordination-Local
educational agency linisons for home-
less children and youths shall, as ¢
part of their duties, coordinate and
collaborate with State coordinators
and commurity and schaol person-
nel responsible for the provision of
education and related services to
homeless children and youths,”

MeKinney-Vento Act Sec. 722(2)(6);
42 US.C, 11432()(8) »

Every state is requived to have a coordinator for the education of homeless
children and youth, and every school district is required to have a liaison for

www.serve,org/nche,

Notional Center for
omeless Education
at SERVE

homeless students. These individuals will assist you with
the implementation of the McKinney-Vento Act. To find out
who your state cooxdinator is, visit the NCHE website at

For further information on the McKinriey-Vento Act and
resources for implementation, call the NCHE HelpLine at
800-308-2145 or e-mail homeless@serve.org.

Local contact information:
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Sample Local Educational Agency (LEA) Policy to Implement
the McKinney-Vento Act

The McKinney-Vento Act requires all state and local educational agencies to develop, review and revise
their policies to remove barriers to the enrollment and retention in school of children and youth experiencing

- homelessness. This sample LEA policy is designed to help school districts comply with this mandate, The
policy was adapted from the existing policies of LEAs around the country, the requirements of the
reauthorized McKinney-Vento Act and Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), and U.S.
Department of Education regulations and guidance. Tt is broad and specific and can be abbreviated or
otherwise adapted to accommodate the needs of any LEA. '

The entire LEA community can be involved in developing a new policy. Often, one person taking the lead is
enough to get a new policy enacted. Strategic allies in getting LEA policies revised may include:
-superintendent and assistant superintendents;
-school board members;
‘Title I and other federal programs directors;
-school staff, including school counselors, social workers and teachers;

- -the mayor;
( j‘l -city council members;
e ‘county government officials;

-other city and county agencies, such as departments of housing, social services, child and families,
transitional assistance, welfare and/or Medicaid;

-parents and students;

-homeless coalitions;

-domestic violence coalitions and agencies;

-Jegal aid attorneys;

‘community advocates;

-HUD continuums of care;

-family and youth shelter and service providers;

-the faith-based community; :

‘higher education, including schools of education, law, public policy, social work, nursing, sociology
and psychology;

-state legislators;

‘the state educational agency; and

the state board of education.

Ways to involve these allies in the process initially may include: ,
-using the requirements and rationale of the McKinney-Vento Act as support for needing new
policies;
-sharing positive results from districts that have already revised their policies;
m taking them on tours of shelters and/or schools, as appropriate; and

oA ‘making direct personal contact and explaining how the policies affect real children, schools, and the
' LEA as a whole, '
411 K STREET, NW, SUITE 1400 www.nichp.org : PHONE: 202.638.2535

VASHINGTON, DC 20005 nlchp@nlchp org FAX: 202.628.2737




For more information about revising LEA policies or state laws, contact Patricia Julianelle of the National Law
Center on Homelessness & Poverty, (202) 638-2535, julianelle@nlchp.org.
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_ Sample Local Educational Agency (1.EA) Policy

Homelessness exists in our community. A combination of high housing costs and poverty causes many families
- 10 lose their housing. Many young people leave their homes due to ab\_lsé, neglect and family conflict. Children
and youth who have lost their housing live in a variety of places, including motels, shelters, shared residences, |
fransitional housing programs, cars, campgrounds and others. Their lack of permanent housing can lead to
potentially serious physical, emotional and mental consequences. This school district will ensure that all
children and youth receive a free appropriate public education and are given meaningful opportunities to

succeed in our schools. This district will also follow the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Act.

. ?t.%s the policy of our district to view children as individuals, Therefore, this policy will not refer to children as
- -""i.éineless; it will instead use the term “children and youth in transition.” Under. federal law, children and youth
in transition must have access to appropriate public education, including preschool, and be given a full
opportunity to meet state and local academic achievement standards. They must be included in state- and
dislﬂct— wide assessments and accountability systems. Our schools will ensure that children and youth in

iransition are free from discrimination, segregation and harassment.

Information regarding this policy will be: distributed to all students upon enrollment and once during the school
- year; provided to studenfs who seek fo withdraw from school; and posted in every school in the district, as well

as other places where children, youth and families in transition receivé services, includihg family and youth

shelters, soup kitchens, motels, campgrdunds, drop-~in centers, welfare departments, he.alth departments and

other social service agencies.

O




Each year, schools that have been particularly creative or pro-active in implementing this policy will be publicly

{ Jognized for the benefits they provide their students.

Definitions

o Children 'akd yoz'ttﬁ in transition means children and youth who are otherwise legally entitled to or eligible
| for a free public education, including preschool, and lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence,
including: |
e children and youth who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic
hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, camping grounds or trailer parks due to lack of
alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in
hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement; |
Y * children and youth who have a primary nighttime residenqe that is a private or public place not designed
, /’ for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;
e children and youth who are living in a car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing,
i)us or train station, or similar setting; and
e migratory children and youth who are living in a situation described above.
A child or youth shall be considered to be in transition for as long as he or shg is in a living situation described

above,

Unaccompanied youth means a youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian, who is in transition as

defined above. The more general term youth also includes unaccompanied youth,

CEgrall and enrollment mean attending school and participating fully in school activities.

-Immediate means without delay.




e “vent means a person having legal or physical custody of a child or youth. { o
School of origin means the school the child or youth attended when permanently housed, or the school in which

- the child or youth was last enrolled.

Ligison is the staff person designated by our LEA and each LEA in the state as the person responsible for

carrying out the duties assigned to the liaison bjr the McKinney-Vento Act,

Identification

In collaboration with school personnel and community organizations, the liaison will idenfify children and
) youth in transition in the district, both in and out of school. The liaison will train school personnel on possible O

.t

ficators of homelessness, sensitivity in identifying families and youth as in transition, and procedures for

e

S

f&rwardhg information indicating homelessness to the liaison. The liaison will also instruct school registrars
' and secretaries to inquire about possible homelessness upon the enrollment and withdrawal of every student,
and to forward information indicating homelessness to the liaison. Community partners in identification may
include: family and youth shelters, soup kitchens, motels, campgrounds, drop-in centers, welfare departments
- and other social service agencies, street outreach teams, faith-based organizations, truancy and attendance

officers, local homeless coalitions and legal services.

The liaison will keep data on the number of children and youth in transition in the district, where they are living,
their academic achievement (including performance on state- and district-wide assessments), and the reasons for

any enrollment delays, interruptions in their education or school iransfers,




P
L _:);shoo! Selection

Each child and youth in transition has the right to remain at his or her school of origin, or to attend any school
that housed students who live in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eIigiblé to
, _attend.lv Maintaining a student in his or her school of origin is important for both the student and our school
district. Students who change schools have been found to have lower test scores and overall academic
- performance than peers who do not change schools. High mobility rates have also been shown to lower test
scores for stable students. Keeping students in their schools of origin enhances their academic and social
growth, while permitting our schools to benefit from the increased test scores and achievement shown to result

from student continuity.

_Therefore, in selecting a school, children and youth in transition shall remain at their schools of origin to the
' "“‘_" _lent feasible, unless that is against the parent’s or youth’s wishes. Students may remain at their schools of
origin the entire time they are in transition, and until the end of any academic year in which they become

permanently housed. The same applies if a child or youth loses his or her housing between academic years.

Feasibility shall bea child-centered determination, based on the needs and interests of the particular student and
the parenf’s or youth’s wishes. Potential feasibility considerations include:

-Safety of the student; |

-Continuity of instruction;

-Likely area of family’s or youth’s future housing;

“Time remaining in the academic year;

-Anticipated length of stay in temporary living situation;

;hool placement of siblings; and

’ -Whether the student has special needs that would render the commute harmful,




Services that are required to be provided, including transportation to and from the school of origin (see below)
-~ "4 services under federal and other programs, shall not be considered in determining feasibility. L)

T

| Enrollment

Consistent, uninterrupted education is vital for’academid achievement. Due to the realities of homelessness and
mobility, students in transition may not have school enrollment documents readily available. Nonetheless, the
school selected for enrollment must immediately enroll any child or youth in transition. Enrollment may not be

denied or delayed due to the lack of any document normally required for enrollment, including:

-Proof of residency;

“Transcripts/school records (The enrolling school must contact the student’s previous school to obtain school

records. Initial placement of students whose records are not immediately available can be made based on the

student’s age and information gathered from the student, parent and previous schools or teachers.); - “)

- ;?hnunizations or immunization/health/medical/physical records (If necessary, the school must refer students to

: ‘l;l';e linison to assist with obtaining immunizations and/or immunization and other medical records. Health
records may often be obtained from previous schools or state registries, and school- or community-based clinics

" can initiate immunizations when needed.);

-Proof of guardianship;

-Birth certificate;

+Any other document requirements;

‘Unpaid school fees;

-Lack of uniforms or clothing that conforms to dress codes; and

-Any factor related to the student's living situation.

Yaccompanied youth must also be immediately enrolled in school, They may either enroll themselves or be | O

“enrolled by a parent, non-parent caretaker, older sibling or liaison.




Transportation

: ;’ithout appropriate transportation, a student may not be able to continue attending his or her school of origin.
To avoid such forced school transfers, at a parent’s request, fransportation shall be provided to and from the
school of origin for a child or youth in transition. Transportation shall be provided for the entire time the child
br youth has a right to atiend that school, as defined above, including during the pendency of disputes. The
liaison shall request transportation to and from the school of origin for unaccompanied youth. The length of the
commute will only be considered in determining the feasibility of placement in the school of origin based on
Ppotential harm to the student, as discussed above. Parents and unaccompanied youth must be informed of this

right to transportation before they select a school for aitendance.

- Schools and the liaison shall use the district fransportation form to process transportation requests. Requests
hall be processed and transportation arranged without delay. Ifthe student in transition is living and attending
%\ ;21001 in this district, this district shall arrange transportation, If the student in transition is living in this district
_ .but attending school in another, or attending school in this district but living in another, this district will follow
the inter-district transportation agreement to determine who must arrange transportation. It is this district's
policy that inter-district disputes shall not result in a student in transition missing school. If such a dispute

arises, this district will arrange transportation and immediately bring the matter to the attention of the State

-Coordinator for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth.

In addition to receiving transportation to and from the school of origin upon request, children and youth in
transition shall also be provided with other transportation services compatrable to those offered to housed

students.
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" services

Children and youth in transition shall be provided services comparable to services offered to other students in

-the school sélected, including:

~Transportation (as described above);

~Title I (as described below);

-Educational services for which the student meets eligibility criteria, including special education and related

services and programs for English language learners;

“Vocational and technical education programs;

~ -Gifted and talented programs;

"School nutrition programs; and O

' :f-':fore and after school programs.

L

The district recognizes that children and youth in transition suffer from disabilities at a disproportionate rate, yet

frequently are not evaluated or provided appropriate special education and related services. To address this

problem, evaluations of children and youth in transition suspected of having a disability shall be given priority

and coordinated with students’ prior and subsequent schools as necessary, to ensure timely completion of a full

evaluation. When necessary, the district shall expeditiously designate a surrogate parent for unaccompanied

youth suspected of having a disability. If a student has an Individualized Education Program (IEP), the

enrolling school shall immediately implement it. Any necessary IEP meetings or re-evaluations shall then be

conducted expeditiously. If complete records are not available, IEP teams must use good judgment in choosing

the best course of action, balancing procedural requirements and the provision of services, In all cases, the goal O
e

- 1beto avoid any disruption in appropriate services.




: When applying any district policy regarding tardiness or absences, any tardiness or absence related to a child’s
}‘).'youth’s living situation shall be excused. Our school district will follow state procedures to ensure that youth
.0 fransition and youth who.are out of school are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary
education and support services. School personnel shall refer children and youth in transition to appropriate
health care services, including dental and mental health services. The liaison will assist the school in making

such referrals, as necessary.

School personnel must also inform parents of all educational and related opportunities available to their children
and provide parents with meaningful opportunities to participate in their children’s education. All parent
information required by any provision of this policy must be provided in a form, manner and language

understandable to each parent.

/ /N\)x__‘sputes
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If a dispute arises over any issue covered in this policy, the child or youth in transition shall be immediately
admitted to the school in which enrollment is sought, pending final resolution of the dispute. The student shall
also have the rights of a student in transition to all appropriate educational services, transportation, free meals

and Title I services while the dispute is pending,

‘The school where the dispﬁte arises shall provide the parent or unaccompanied youth with a written explanation
of its decision and the ﬁght to appeal and shall immediately refer the parent or youth to the liaison. The liaison
shali ensure the siudent is enrolled in the school of his or her choice and receiving other services to which he or
she is entitled and shall resolve the dispute as expeditiously as possible. The parent or unaccompanied youth
shall be given every opportunity to participate meaningfully in the resolution of the dispute. The liaison shall
- 3p records of all disputes in order to determine whether particular issues or schools are repeatedly delaying or

déilying the enrollment of children and youth in transition.




